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PUBLIC EDUCATION OFFICER’S REPORT - NOVEMBER 2011 
 

 

1) CHILD PROTECTION PROJECT 

� In-house meeting was held with project staff on Tuesday 10
th
 November 2011 at 1:30pm, next meeting scheduled for 15

th
 December 2011. 

 
2) OTHER MATTERS 

 

� Poster addressing the impact of domestic violence on children to be completed by end of December 2011.  

� A candle-light vigil was held on the 25
th
 November at the St. George’s Cathedral under the theme “A vigil of light against the 

darkness of domestic violence”. The turnout was good consisting of networking partners, both local and international volunteers and 

other concerned citizens. 

Details of Public Education work done for November 2011 

Date Organization No. of 

Participants 

Topic Discussed Remarks 

02.11.11 Inner Wheel Club  15 females Signs of Violence •  The group discussed the signs of violence, information shared 

included:  

• Your inner thoughts and feelings  

• Partner’s belittling behavior 

• Partner’s violent behavior and Threats 

• Partner’s controlling behavior 

• Participants were asked questions relating to the areas identified 

which provided an opportunity for them to analyze their own 

relationships. 

• Some participants could not believe that even with all the 

information that is available, women in particular were not accessing 

help for abuse. 

• We discussed the abuse of children and witnessing of abuse by 

children and the possible impacts on their adult behavior 

• Persons suggested that this information be shared with teenagers and 



young adults as this will be useful in helping them to avoid abuse in 

their relationships 

• Participants were encouraged to share information whenever the 

possibility arises beginning with their own children, grandchildren 

and other persons with whom they interact. 

• Participants were also reminded of counseling available at H & S  

03.11.11 NCN Television    • Discuss services offered by H & S and activities planned for 

observance of International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women. 

•  

03.11.11 NCN Radio  Domestic Violence • Discuss services offered by H & S and activities planned for 

observance of International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women. 

 
04.11.11 Prime News  H & S Services  • Discuss services offered by H & S and activities planned for 

observance of International Day for the Elimination of Violence 

against Women. 

 
04.11.11 HGP Channel 67  Domestic Violence & 

Child Abuse 

 The program was Focus on Women hosted by Norma Joseph 

We discussed different form of abuse faced by individuals, its impact 

primarily on children, the absence of positive father figures/male role models 

in the lives of children, seeking help for abuse and the protection of children  

8.11.11 Grove Craft Centre 9 females Cycle of Violence •  

11.11.11 Sophia Training Centre 25 males Gender-based violence Participants were introduced to the topic by drawing their attention to some 

recent reports in the newspaper that were domestic violence related, then 

briefed on statistics available. 

Participants were briefed on the present statistical information available 

through help & shelter to date which set the stage for the discussion which 

followed.  

Here are some examples of responses to questions: 

Sex is: 

•  pushing penis in a woman 

• Difference between a man and a woman 

• Intercourse 



• love 

Gender is: 

• Male or female/man or woman 

In our general discussions, the following views were shared by 

participants 

• 80% of the group said they prefer to be the “sweet man” 

• 10% saw marriage/committed relationship in their future 

• Women need different men for different reasons (needs) 

• As a married man, you have to always be on the lookout. 

• As a husband you spend a lot of your time working which gives 

women the opportunity to entertain other men 

• Some women like to be beaten (one individual said he had one 

such girlfriend who told him she’s turned on when hit, when 

asked how he dealt with the situation he said, “I cuff she up in 

she head and she like it”.) Another participant who had a similar 

experience said he ended the relationship immediately because 

he had no desire to hit a woman. This same individual had 

stabbed his stepfather while defending his mother who was 

being beaten by same. 

• Gang rape (“Bank sex” as stated by the group) was a normal 

thing as acknowledge by some in the group. They said that girls 

usually know what they are getting into. One individual claimed 

that the girls they “turn in” usually enter their homes even 

though they see ten to fifteen men present and after the event 

they don’t report it, so he’s convinced they enjoy it. 

• Women are like children: if they do right that’s OK, when they 

do wrong they must be punished.  

• All misconceptions were addressed and participants were reminded 

of possible consequences for actions. Participants were also 

encouraged to use the internet to gain more information. 

• By the end of the session participants had gained a better 

understanding of violence: causes and effects and reporting abuse.  



15.11.11 Grove Craft Centre 9 females Sex, sexuality & 

Gender 

The purpose of the discussion was to educate participants on the 

differences between sex sexuality and gender and to show how each 

relates to their growth, socialization and relationships. 

The session 

Participants were asked what they understood the terms to be.  

One participant said “Sex” is about male and female; the others gave 

answers that related to sexual intercourse and/or sexual intimacy. 

Participants were not able to make a distinction between sex and 

gender and no one knew what sexuality meant.  
The following definitions were given 

Sex is biological-it is whether a person is born male or female. 

Sexuality is how a person feels about his or her body and the way 

that the person acts depending on these beliefs 

Gender refers to the widely shared ideas, expectations and norms 

about men and women. These include ideas about what are typically 

feminine or typically masculine characteristics, abilities and 

behaviors. 

In discussion we looked at physical attributes that distinguishes 

between males and females such as genitals, hormones, sperm 

production, childbirth and breastfeeding. 

In looking at gender we examined society’s expectations of men and 

women and how these relate to the treatment of men and women and 

its effects on people’s behavior in relationships. 

On sexuality, participants were reminded that  they need to value 

and appreciate themselves, they should be allowed to make their 

own decisions regarding sexual behavior and practices but should do 

so responsibly and on their own terms, in their own time not by force 

or intimidation by anyone. 

16.11.11 Learning Centre 11 males 

17 females 

 

Child Abuse Students viewed a movie followed by a brief discussion on types of 

abuse they have identified. The movie identified some important 

aspects such as fear, intimidation, physical abuse, witnessing abuse 

and lying about abuse to protect family members etc. Students were 

able to identify most of these based upon past education sessions 

which showed an increased awareness of child abuse from the 

group. 

16.11.11 Lodge Assembly of God  11 females Gender Based Violence Session was done with the women’s ministry. To commence the 

discussion, the chairperson read a story by a woman who is a 

survivor of domestic violence, which captured all the occurrences in 



an abusive relationship, all of which were identified to the 

participants. 

Participants were briefed on DV statistics available from H & S 

We proceeded to analyze possible causes of domestic violence with 

focus on gender socialization. Participants were asked to reflect on 

their own socialization and to identify differences they observed. 

Participants were asked to identify their expectations of their 

partners and to pin-point whether these are linked to their personal 

choices or society’s expectations. They were reminded that it is 

important for persons to communicate their expectations; even 

though this will not totally eradicate abuse it helps in minimizing the 

possibility. 

One participant disclosed that she has stabbed her husband several 

times in the past. She said that every time he even attempts to hit her 

she stabs him. She said that as a small child she witnessed her father 

strangling her mother, which she reported to an aunt, when her aunt 

confronted her mother she said it did not happen. She said from that 

moment she made a promise to herself that she would not allow any 

man to hit her. Others spoke of play-fighting with their partners. 

Participants were encouraged to avoid hitting as this can lead to 

more serious situations. They were also advised to seek counseling if 

they were having difficulties regardless of the form of abuse 

experienced; whether physical, emotional, sexual etc. 

Sessions to continue in the new year to address other aspects of DV.  

17.11.11 W&GEC discussion    Discussion was organized by the Women & Gender Equality 

Commission to address two questions 

Are women responsible for male aggressiveness? 

              Are men threatened if/when women are empowered? 

              Presentations were done by Ms. Sylvia Conway and  Mr. Andrew 

              Hicks after which; participants were placed into two groups to              

discuss one question each and to make recommendations for addressing 

same. These recommendations will be compiled by WGEC and will be 

available on their website by year end.  

.  

18.11.11 Sophia Training Centre 18 males Gender-based violence The sessions saw the group discussing Sex, gender, expectations and violence 

(cycle of violence, forms) 

In this discussion we look at sex and how distinctions are made based on sex: 

looking at physical differences between males and females, hormonal 



differences and actions. The group was allowed to brainstorm and identify 

these differences. 

In addressing gender we examined mode of dress, nature of work and 

behaviors expected by society, the group was informed of acceptable 

behaviors in certain cultures which was aimed at helping them to recognize 

that gender is about perceptions and these can change. We also examined 

masculine and feminine behaviors to establish the distinction between sex and 

gender. 

In discussing the expectations, the group disclosed that one could never find a 

woman with all the qualities they identified, when asked what one should do 

if they found their expectations were not being met, responses included: leave 

her and find another woman, some participants said you should compromise 

while others felt that persons can work together to find solutions. Participants 

were reminded of how handling these situations in the wrong way can 

contribute to violence in relationships. The group was then taken through the 

cycle of violence using the experience of one individual to show how they 

can identify the various forms of abuse in their relationships and address them 

before they become harmful. 

Next we identified each form of violence (physical, emotional/psychological 

and sexual) and discussed behaviors/actions under each heading that can be 

considered abusive. 

 

• It was observed that only about 15% of this group had any taught of 

committing to a relationship whether in marriage or otherwise; when 

quizzed reasons sighted include: Avoiding unfaithfulness, 

Accomplishments and needs change. 

• The group disclosed that as you progress in life and develop yourself 

things change and therefore change is needed also in partners. 

Comments included: everyone needs a spare, that’s why God gave 

us two hands, two feet etc. you need another women you can go to 

when your woman is stressing you out. 

• One young man disclosed that his mother told him “Birds come fuh 

fly, slingshot come fuh shoot, don’t say NO unless necessary”. This 

is relation to how he should view women and sex.  



• In discussion sexual violence the question of Oral sex was raised: 

there was a unanimous “man nah fe bow” from the group. Persons 

sighted it as nasty, etc. However when they were asked if they would 

allow someone to do it to them, seven (7) of the twenty-one present 

said yes with two acknowledging that they had prior experiences. 

• On the topic of physical violence all the participants disclosed that 

they have witnessed both men and women being abusive to their 

partners. 

 

21.11.11 Herstelling Health Centre 5 males 

22 females 

Domestic Violence Session conducted with the elderly, they were given information on 

the types and forms of abuse, where they can report abuse and get 

help. Brochures were distributed to the participants.  

22.11.11 Grove Craft Centre 9 females Understanding Self • The following areas were discussed 

• Participants were asked to think about their future 

• To do this we brainstorm a few questions: 

• What sort of life you would like to lead and be able to tell your 

grandchildren about?  

• Participants had difficulty coming up with responses to this question 

since many revealed they have not looked that far ahead or that they 

don’t even know if they are going to live that long. Participants were 

directed to their behavior and attitudes, they were asked to examine 

same to see if this is something they would be proud of. Participants 

acknowledged that they are changes they need to make in their lives. 

• Participants were reminded that we sometimes need help and that it 

was OK to access help if needed. 

• Where would you like to live? 

• Most participants had their hopes set on the USA 

• What job would you like? 

• Most of the participants said they would like to become better at 

their various craft/skill and in time own their own businesses. One 

person had her sights set on going onto university and hopefully one 

day can recognize her ambitions of becoming a doctor. One other 

person had plans of migrating and becoming a professional 

hairdresser. Surprisingly, one young woman said she would like to 

become a drug dealer because that’s where the money is. However, 



later in the discussion it came out that her father is a drug abuser and 

her mother has to be on prescription drugs for life. She disclosed that 

this situation has affected her relationship with both her parents 

particularly her father who can be very abusive when under the 

influence of drugs. 

• Participants were asked to identify one person they admire and to 

say why 

• Some of the participants identified their fathers because of their 

professions and as good providers. Others could not identify 

someone they admire.  

• Participants were encouraged to think of qualities they are proud of 

and to work at improving same; recognize their uniqueness, talents 

and abilities; like themselves; understand that everyone is different 

and that they should be themselves and not try to be like anyone 

else.   

• Questions from participants 

• What can you do if you are living with relatives that are treating you 

badly? 

• How do you get over past experiences? 

• What do you do when you have no alternative? 

• Participants were reminded that counseling can help to address these 

concerns (for them and their abusers).  

22.11.11 Craig Health Centre 2 males  

29 females 
Domestic Violence • Domestic violence, types and forms of abuse was discussed. We 

looked at some causes and effects of abusive behavior. Most of the 

persons there complained about the use of alcohol. Two women said 

they were being abused by their sons who abused alcohol and drugs. 

One said she approached the MHSS welfare department but received 

no help. These persons were advised to visit either the Salvation 

Army or Alcohol Anonymous for assistance and to come in to H&S 

for counseling.  

24.11.11 Herstelling Health Centre 8 females Domestic Violence 

Child Abuse 
• Persons were told of H & S services and given information on DV 

and child abuse. From the discussion, one woman disclosed that she 

was experiencing all the things discussed. She was encouraged to 

visit or call H & S for assistance. One man said he know of children 

who are being abused but decline to give any further information 

stating that he did not want problems. He was advised to call and 

report the matter to the Child Protection Agency. All persons were 



reminded of their responsibility to report such issues.    

24.11.11 Craig Health Centre 7 males 

24 females 
Domestic Violence • Session addressed socialization and abuse of children, again the 

issue of alcohol was raised, which appears to be prevalent in the 

Craig area. One person reported that as a result of her sons drinking 

habits he was separated from his wife; this situation she said has 

taken a toll on their children which led to her grand-daughter 

attempting suicide on more than one occasions. Apart from that the 

young woman cuts herself. She was advised to visit H & S for 

counseling for the children and to check with the MOH suicide 

prevention unit for further guidance. 

25.11.11 H & S Candle light vigil   • A Vigil of light against the darkness of domestic violence 

25.11.11 NCERD- Mother’s Union 15 males  

24 females 

Cycle of Violence 

Signs of abuse 
• Youth forum arranged by the Mother’s Union in observance of the 

International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women. 

Students were given background information on the observance after 

which “What is Violence” was discussed. 

• Students were allowed to ask questions and to share their views on 

domestic violence. Some of the views shared were:  
Women make men hit them because they do not do what they are 

supposed to 

Women have all the rights  

Why is focus placed on women and pregnancy but none is placed on 

the contributions men make to the child’s life? 

All the laws are in favor of women 

No help is given to men who are abused 

Some women like to be hit  

Many women are unfaithful, this causes abuse. 

• These were some views of the young men present 

• All questions and views were addressed, not everyone was satisfied 

with the responses given, stating that they do not seen the law 

working for men. 
26.11.11 Lusignan Assembly of 

God Church 

7 males 

11 females 

Gender Socialization  

Relationships 
• We discussed sex and gender, socialization, expectations in 

relationships and cycle of violence. At the end of the session 

participants indicated that the information shared was very relevant 

to their lives and relationships based on their personal experiences 

and that of people they know. Participants were encouraged to share 



the information gained and to continue the conversation; to research 

information and discuss it within the group. 

 

Brochures distributed for November 2011   425 

 

Submitted by:  Kevin Massiah 

 


